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to make them proselytes to the other ; 
and we should, by that attempt, re- 
ject one great means of uniting our 
people ; and we should continue to 
add to the imaginary political divi- 
sion, supposed to exist in a differ- 
ence of religion, a real political di. 
vision, formed on the diversity of 
language. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Henry Gbattan. 
(To be continued.) 

T» the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

TUT D's smart little effusion on 

■*■'■*■ Bible Societies, in your last 
Number, addressed to a Freethinker, 
has induced me to trouble you with 
a few observations on his remarks. 
He commences his remarks by ob- 
serving, that he would have no ob- 
jection that the Douay Bible should 
be added to the Bible Society, and 
distributed to the Catholics, but with- 
out note or comment, Now, Roman 
Catholics are taught the sense of 
Scripture from their pastors, and bow 
with submission to the interpretation 
put on every text by their church ; 
consequently, they expect to find 
on each difficult passage a note i>r 

explication. But in this M d 

would not gratify them, and then 
asserts his toleration as warm as the 
Free-thinker's could be ! This is a 
strange method of doing things. 

After declaring that " every thing 
in Scripture, essential to our happi- 
ness, is easily understood, and need 
not be perplexed by human sophis- 
try," which in my opinion is a nega- 
tive admittance that clergy of all de- 
nominations could be pretty safely 
dispensed with, on the score of sal- 
vation, and then saying, that " it 
argues an equal want of liberality 
and good sense, to accuse the Society 
of a proselytizing spirit," (will it ue 



dented that the Society has an un- 

catholizing spirit ?) M- d asks, 

"why should the clergy of the Ro» 
man Catholic church insist upon an 
exception in their favour, when the 
Protestants require non« for them- 
selves ?" To this I will answer, that 
the clergy of the Roman Catholic 
church insist on no exception in their 
favour : they are not a branch of the 
Bible Society, They wish and de- 
sire their flocks to read the Douay 
Bible, even with notes. They have 
often thought, no doubt, that if the 
Douay Bible was disseminated among 
Catholics, as the other is among 
Protestants, a great deal of good 
would result from it, and as the 
Bible society wish for a spread of 
gospel knowledge, such ah under- 
taking could not be foreign to their 
plan. But even for this they never 
insisted, however grateful they might 
feel for its adoption. 

Now, with regard to Protestants 
requiring neither notes nor comments 
attached to their Bibles, I shall beg 

leave to ask M d, does he mean 

by the word Protestant those various 
bodies of Christians who dissent from 
the tenets of the Roman Catholic 
church? If he do, I must confess, 
that I cannot conceive how notes or 
comments could be prefixed to the 
Bibles now circulating among them, 
so as to answer each denomination, 
as it is obvious, that one holds 
that as essential to eternal salva- 
tion, which the other, on the same 
ground, as firmly denies. This is 
not the case with Catholics ; they 
are all united in one doctrine^and 
obedient to one head, their church, 
and the Douay being for them a- 
loue, could not interfere with other 
societies of Christians who differ 
in creed umkr the one name. 



Reflector. 



Lumber, 



